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Report of Superintendent. 


To the Board of Directors Colored Orphan Asylum : 


In the beginning of our report to you of the manage- 
ment of the affairs of the Institution during the past year, 
it is gratifying to state that Providence has continued to lead 
us in the ways of peace and amity, having vouchsafed to us 
the wonderful blessings of health and strength, allowing no 
complaints of suffering for the necessaries of life, supplying 
our actual needs by liberal gifts from the good people of 
both races of our State, supplemented with the splendid re- 
sults of all the crops cultivated by the children on the farm 
of the Home. It is pleasing also to state that although this 
has been a stirring year in all the departments of business 
as well as a year of repairs and building in most of the com- 
munities among the church people and a year of gradual 
emerging from the smothering smoke and embarrassing 
effects of the money panic and the floods of last year, the 
churches, Sunday Schools, and individuals have shared their 
substance and the first fruits of their increase with us in a 
remarkable and gracious way, giving the Home not only 


comfort but sunshine, cheer and great encouragement. 
e 
Boys Girls Total 


Number of children December 1, 1908 ....00..... 22... 54 go 144 
Number admiuttediidunine the) years... eee 16 17 Be 
Number become self-supporting .. nea eee 2 8 12 
Whole Number in charge Dece: Wiper TEARUQOQ Ys. 2ss a2 66 99 165 


On account of the alarming needs as well as a natural 
demand for suitable and substantial buildings for the pro- 
tection of the health and lives of the inmates here and 
through the unprecedented and sincere activity of such 
humanitarians as Judge A. W. Graham, our representative 
and Speaker of the House of Representatives of North 
Carolina, and Mr. R. W. Lassiter, President of the First 
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National Bank of Oxford, North Carolina, supplemented 
with the powerful recommendation of our good and big- 
hearted Governor, Hon. W. W. Kitehin, the Legislature of 
North Carolina, which was composed of a elass of clear- 
headed and business-like statesmen, appropriated $5,000.00 
fo meet the crying and aching demand of this Institution 
with the understanding that the generous public will raise a. 
similar amount. Now, that the Home might be sure to do: 
its part in this great undertaking and especially to insure 
and guarantee an amount to equal that so kindly given by the 
State, we commenced in the early spring with energies bent 
double to mould and make brick by hand, the old-fashioned 
way, and did make a few, but soon found the method to be 
out of keeping with the progressive age and sadly deficient 
in economy and rapidity. In the meantime, however, this 
old-fashioned and feeble undertaking has served to land us 
just deep enough into the earth to discover, what we think 
to be, a little mint in a clay bed on our farm, from which we 
expect financial profit to the Home in the future as well as 
the manttfacture of brick to meet our present demands. So 
changing our tactics, and with the use of a No. z Kell’s 
brick machine, which we purchased from Mr. G. K. Hund- 
ley at a cost of $450.00 for cash, and one 30-horse power 
engine of Mr. W. E. Cannady, who is a friend of the orphan 
cause and has helped us in our struggles as has Mr. Hundley, 
at a cost of $700.00, we are in a position to furnish all the 
brick necessary for the new buildings here in question. We 
have already manufactured enough brick to erect the main 
dormitory building, in contemplation, having burned with 
great success one’ kiln of (100,000) one hundred thousand 
brick and one hundred thousand more made and being 
placed in the kiln for burning. It may be interesting and 
enco uraging to the publicto know that the orphan boys 
are the most conspicuous laborers at the Asylum brickyard, 
and that they have learned to do their work well there. This 
is also true on the farm and in the shoe and harness, black- 
smith and wood shops. 
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Our efforts in all the departments of the farm ‘have been 
blessed this year with wonderfully gratifying results. The 
crops of corn, peas, potatoes, turnips, oats, clover, syrup, 
and all garden vegetables were good and the yield very 
large. The fact that the boys of the Home, a majority of 
whom are small and young, easily and readily catch on to 
the science of farming and are becoming good plowers and 
hoe hands, accounts largely for our success this year. Too 
much credit cannot be given to the girls of the Institution 
for their untiring industry; they assisted in the planting 
and cultivating and harvesting of all the crops of their own 
accord, and at the same time complied with the strictest 
domestic discipline and training in house-cleaning, laundry, 
cooking and sewing. 

The yield of the different crops is about as follows: 150 
barrels of corn, z00 bushels of stock peas, 600 bushels of 
sweet potatoes, zoo bushels of white potatoes, roo bushels of 
onions, 58 stacks of forage, and a large crop of syrup and 
turnips. Special mention should be made of the wonderful 
cabbage crop that was cultivated at the Home this year. It 
was said to be the finest cabbage field that was ever seen 
grow in Granville county. The plants were not all set at 
the same time but at different periods, so that the field 
afforded cabhage until quite late in the year. Too much 
praise and thanks cannot be given to Messrs. W. C. Gerty & 
Co., Young’s Island,’S. C.,; for their kindness in this con- 
nection, for they furnished, free to the Asylum, the thou- 
sands of plants used by the Orphanage at all stages of the 
season and have done so for the last two years. We count 
these good people among our best supporters, quickened 
with the proper spirit of giving and sincere friends to the 
orphan cause. - 

Our success on farm and garden this year was due 
largely to the fact that the principle improvements used _ 
under the crops were compost raised from our farm pens, 
with some fertilizer of course. Through the assistance of 
our kind and strong friend, Rev. Rufus P. King, of High 
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Point, N. C., the Home is in possession of a nice lot of good 
milch cows, and we had ten cows to the pail during the 
entire year. We also have a good stock of hogs which we 
are seeking to improve and will have some meat for the 
winter for the use of the Home. 

On account of the high prices of bread-stuff in the 
market of the country, we have been compelled to sew a 
large crop of wheat, which is looking well. 

We are delighted to mention the many valuable gifts 
sent by our generous white and colored friends from different 
sections of our State and some from Northern friends, such 
as boxes and barrels of clothing. These presents always 
delight the children. When opening the boxes or the bar- 
tels, while the children are standing around, we always 
come to the conclusion that the good donors can never 
imagine nor will ever know the peculiar joy and sunshine 
their timely benevolence gives these penniless orphans. 

There has been no friction in the government of the 
Institution in any of the departments. Everything has” 
worked smoothly and harmoniously to the comfort and 
training of the children, except on May 12th, at about 8 
o'clock p. m., the Infant Department was discovered on fire 
and in a short while was in ashes without the injury or loss 
of life of any child; losing, however, all clothing and furni- 
ture and a total loss to the Home of about $2,500.00 with no 
insurance. The Hospital Building being at that time vacant 
the 52 little children were taken there and made comfortable 
again, especially with the assistance of the good people of 
both races. of the city of Oxford, who came at once to their 
aid with clothing and necessities. Too much praise and 
gratitude cannot be given to the fire company of Oxford, 
who came like a rushing wind to our rescue as soon as our 
telephone message gave them the alarm; also we were de- 
lighted and comforted in our panic-stricken efforts to save 
the other buildings which were being threatened, when we 
beheld the anxious multitude of sympathizing citizens pour- 
ing down the road from the city in carriages, buggies and 
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automobiles to assist in the rescue from the roaring flames 
the discouraged and horrified little orphans. 

Our Singing Class of nine little girls, under the man- 
agement of Rev. S. G. Newsome, of Weldon, N. C., and 
Miss Maud Skidmore, of Oxford. N. C., traveled for the’ 
Home this year, instead of the Band, with marked success, 
making, from what we hear, many favorable and lasting 
impressions which it is hoped will serve to stir the people te 
the true sense of duty and the divine obligation which they 
owe the orphans. 

One of the most uplifting and inspiring treats that has 
come to the Asylum during the year was an ‘‘All-together 
Rally” by the First Baptist Church of Oxford, on the third 
Sunday in November last, in which the good citizens both 
white and colored took a liberal and enthusiastic part, rais- 
ing for the Orphanage $252.68, upon which occasion Dr. A, 
Shepard of Durham, president.of our Board of Directors, 
preached in the morning, Dr. G. C. Shaw, member of Board 
of Directors, preached in the afternoon, and Dr. Geo. D. 
Wharton, of Buffalo Springs, Va., pastor, at night. Each 
sermon was distinctively effective and seemed to have been 
selected and directed by Him who selects and directs all 
things for our good. The people in Oxford are still joyously 
talking and saying that the rally was not only a blessing to 
the poor orphans, but a rich remuneration to them for their 
zeal in such a cause. 

The Anniversary Day, on the 28th of last July, was 
regarded by all as one amongst the most important and en- 
thusiastic occasions, of the kind, in the history of the Insti- 
tution. One of the largest and most orderly gatherings of 
the colored people ever seen in North Carolina, computed by 
our white visitors to number from 5,000 to 7,000 people, who 
listened with interest and delight to the powerful and mas- 
terly address delivered by Hon. R. B. McRary, the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Ledge of Masons of 
North Carolina, were in attendance on the Asylum grounds 
that day. The orphan children, and, we are sure, the good 
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people of the entire State feel grateful to Grand Master 
McRary for his splendid scheme recently inaugurated by 
which to raise money through Masonic channels to assist in 
the erection of comfortable and safe buildings for the orphan 
children here. He not only cheered the hearts of the thou- 
sands here on Anniversary Day, but revived and made glad 
the hearts of the colored orphans of North Carolina, when 
he presented to Mr. R. W. Lassiter, President of the First 
National Bank of Oxford, who is treasurer of building funds 
of the Home, a purse of $200.00, collected from the Lodges 
of the State, under which plans other small amounts are 
coming in almost daily, all of which is entirely separate and 
distinct from the regular annual appropriation given by the 
Grand Lodge of North Carolina. i 

Great interest has been manifested in the Home this 
year. The following distinguished visitors delivered in- 
structive lectures to the children during the past year: Dr. 
G. Co Shaw, of Oxford) Rev. Rufus PY King of High Roimt, 
NC Pret VV sbond! ittleton, INC. Drip ix ew blaegre 
Chicago, I1l., Dr. Geo. D. Wharton, Prof. Skippith, Boyd- 
ton, “Wax “Prot, ‘Gould Boydton 7, Vax. srs Naess 
Raleioite IN. C:, (Mrs. “Anna Gould), ‘Boydton,) | Var-eMas: 
Ayers, Menrovia, Africa, Rev. Terry, Sistine, Africa, and 
Mrs. Bunn, of Selma, N. C. The Supreme Grand Lodge 
of the Knights of Gideon held its annual sitting in Oxford 
this year and did the orphans the honor of visiting the 
Home in a body, and the children were instructed and in- 
spired with many nice and sympathetic speeches as well as 
a timely purse of $25.50. 

One of the exceedingly pleasant things to know in con- 
nection with the work here is the deep and friendly interest 
which the white citizens of Oxford, especially the merchants 
and business men, entertain toward the Asylum. ‘They 
never refuse us a kindness whenever it is possible to grant it. 

The orphans and the colored people of North Carolina 
cannot remember with too much gratitude Hon. J. T. Pul- 
len, of Raleigh, General). S. Carr, Hons 3) Dike yang 
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BN, Dukes Durham, oN. C.,-and Hons. D: VYeeoeper, TL. 
Hicks, A. C. Zollicoffer, J. Bailey Owen, of Henderson, and 
others for their benevolence towards the orphan children 
here. These good friends sent the following amounts oppo- 
site their names to assist in the erection of better dormitories 


for the children, viz. : 


CrandyRallyebirst Baptist Chimxch Osctonds =e ee $ 252 
CG TMP SC ita pete i ae a Se atts ee eect ae 200 
AEA ras s Sap peo) ev ae eR Ne ae ee te a a oe ered 50 
EVO res Dra vare COO Perey eS ae ee oo eee El ees teenie ae es 15 
Mince A chostenkieii! eM a cei Wee ee eases 25 eee 10 
Men’s State Baptist Convention at Wileon bee semester. oN epee 28 
Mirgeatigaiwirs AS IB. sebun terse stoves ee as Es am Io 
iemnmme@any Convention, 510 ois el eee i Be 30 
Wathoutnames throush Rey. Ruins Pe Keno = a ee 30 
Messrs. Moore, Spaulding & Merrick—Provident Insurance Co. 

OfeD inipliatiane seb ona) Ee ar oe ie eee 32 eee oe 34 
Wa wiyier Ase ZeZO NICOL eras Sets te eats eel ire dite Oe en Uae 5 
Mire BRONWEN Sik Sata ak ee rete cael aie AS Lhe 5 
SIV Estee ACR Te Oise toe ain ie oe Mm reece) UE nce At cea ieee So eae ee, 5 
VME ream ER eel EROTS SosT Ten abies a pe ek ey ee eee awe Pe SIE ae I 
J. C. Jeffreys, of our Board of Binecrore A 52 Eel Oe EY IO) 
SV RIN 5. 1 Ll Meee ee ead It crenata ein ee LE ot are Lee a 6 
REV ae Oyale ts Brat chivallilie Vaiss fe eames et oes J 5 
Sent by W. A. Joyner and friends at Brancliville, Va. -.................. 8 
Teg Ga arya: eee abe ote ee a ot ie pie 8 a ee 17 
NS reas AV sell BOOLC thes 222 SAU Ne ae he eas a et eee costae ee 3 
Vie Gr REASON 5 1) tralia ty Neier ss nee tere ee ie ye eee 0 eee Io 
IVraiGbie (Ee Ri gis.s| 7 Marke tower fe ye ae ESN ot Bac, ONLY ee I 
Rrohsbe Wi Moore seen ee sie icon de CR apie Se temper £ 2, HBR Aen Va 2 
Drv Wenburrelilt. Selina sAdae sic.) tc ot IES 2 eA a 2 
Misra Sine hvaxctie ty ies aera e Sn Av Sn aad en ee ee Se 5 
Mars Dell am Walltainis: Se). 8 oes ee i a ee Se ei 2 
Chrarlesiey M@ hea tla sii a Re ee i ee a 2 
FOV hieelemeVia rtm... os Sieur sre ag Sh a eee 5 
sped oe roe ae so ened ae Ferien Rs 5 
Vera MINN ie ase eae Me AS eu ec hey ae es 1) 
MitaRCOn to) SCALLCT OOOG ete ee eee Be: selene 2 
Rey eee duttle: ss kee, Sane ete eee ic Ss Us, ly eon 2 
Mire Jonathan siRMOAdS a5 -2 e seee eee) ieee 5 
Mig Diy Sis MOSS ie ee errr Fost ge) eae toms 1 oe ee iE: ae 2 5 
IVMitae (GEO a TUS iy serareen Cate Lk ene. (oe See 10 
BY G cei Used Bld & Ge) Lelatiies UR iit eee Al eee Sse 5 
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Amount from sale of berries picked by small children under 


IME SS Ee tata ya SiptnPa Ty ch re 1 Gees eee been A ae ee et eee 


Mr. W. D. Newsome 


Dr. Matt R. Stephenson 
Mr. W. H. Jeffreys 
Mr. R. D. Patterson 
Mr. R. L. Harvey 
Mr. W. N. Gooch 


Hon. F. D. Winston 


OO: 
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The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Masons of North Carolina, 406 65 
Grand Master McRary, from different Masonic Lodges ..........1... - 168 66 


Rey. C. 5. Mitchell, for Roanoke Baptist Association 


Dr. W. A. Pegues, for Wake Association.......... A Ra re ttate 


Ase PAGAL Aria aik 
225 (OO 


CONDENSED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS FROM JANUARY I, 1908, TO 


DECEMBER fF, 190g. 


BLALIAP PLO PRAtkOI pe ee AS Sai Sec een Ue § 5,000 06 

SMI Oi Cas Se Na aA a Sad at SON ioe yh LG FOI 35 

(SVOUOKS Havel 1s STEIN SIO a) ee ee eh einer oeees 51 25 
(Amount saved to the Home, $150.00.) _ 

Bilackesimathy ata Gao css esesee eres eee eee vane ese 70 00 
(Amount saved to the Home, $350.00.) 

AaaeESe Ney) COMMON ae 35 50 

RentiothG roping sie: Lo ae Was i ep AB AN RA ele 75 00 


Churches, Sunday Schools, Unions, Conventions, 


£5,933 10 


Associations, Insuranee Companies, Individuals 
Eebn\ GU We Nex ch aly ds} al Meee AN aaa Cal ar I UM Oe $ 1,234 38 
Farm and Garden products and Dairy ............222..... 1,134 92 
bre) for Clana lire tae es He NST a le 50 75 
Sallevo lone cower ewe eee ase ama pea sea) ee ASN Ae 25 00 
Tn i OS) 
AL @ en ee LOO ERE  ie ea EN A MRE SOUL AEA $ 8.375 15 
DISBURSEMENTS FROM DECEMBER I, 1908, TO DECEMBER I, 190g. 
Salaries. alto e sie hea M a PONG seid eat Meo aa $ 3,120 co 
(Dowunbnysy erate ys Vobnee sceeeecese | ecedacmenerreceoeteeeee 925 00 
SUDSUS tem ce NBR IC CA in ates unseen UNN 8 2,100 00 
NYMOLOLG Wire ONG CON) MERE ec AU NI ee iene 500 00 
aaa $ 6,545 00 


Carried forward......... AI NOUNS TA IN ICL te NLL SNA SE ALONG 
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BKOu SE TOR ved LU semee. es ee ae SIS SEN ee Bo 3 aha EL ase ae a $ 6,545 00 
Repairsttovbnildinigs) 246.) 2.0 el ss $ 50 75 
ING WaSTOM eS etaie to eee Sat 8 a 2 oe 40 OO 
Paint on granary and other buildings... 65 75 
INREE CE Fa NERGE: GENO Pe Fe ae ee ee ahah Se ee 50 00 
Repairs ¢o pumps: and) wells) 2 iesses. 22 fe ticctireeeecse: 51 00 
One new well and pump at brick yard ......... I25 00 

—— $ 382 00 
Oi Come mp SES rte ates ka kaso Se SS ea ee $ 200 00 
FINO stp) BiG Ro TDD as ee BE a Soe Dee 450 00 
I 3-horse power engine ($700.00) ............ ---cceeceee---ne-ee--+ 550 00 
BIO kay aT iktiel atte WOOG: (2c-1tso ee eae aie c a serene 200 OO 
Building Sheds iand) lumber: 422 aaa 250 00 
Hireiexpert laborat brickyard = 2  a ee 500 00 
Wroodsardiinel: for the Se Omie ze. eee eee 331 80 
Witee anid moulds:22sc.2 | ice She eee ea pala 27 00 

SESE CRUE VIC IES oe re eet eS ON > tea eat nani eee I00 00 

— $ 2,608 80 

Ao 2 ah CR Sp ee ee ye eC eM cee $ 9,535 80 


The needs of the Home are many and varied, and should 
any friend North or South feel moved to help this struggling 
cause, they can do so to great advantage in furnishing the 
Orphanage with beds and bedding, especially iron bedsteads 
with mattresses, single or double. Of course, the Home is 
very dependent upon friends everywhere for the necessary 
amount of money with which to complete the much-needed 
brick buildings now in progress for the safety and comfort 
of the orphans, and any amount sent to R. W. Lassiter, 
President of the First National Bank of Oxford, will be used 
only for that purpose. 

We were almost entirely destitute of the sacred word of 
God and it seemed we couldn’t afford to spare the money 
from the actual necessaries of life to supply this sore need; 
we therefore finally appealed to the American Baptist Publi- 
cation Society of Philadelphia, who at once recognizing our 
condition, presented the Home with a most valuable box of 
fifty beautiful and well-bound Bibles, for which the Board of 
Directors as well as the orphans are indeed grateful and 
under lasting obligations. 
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Special reference should be made to the friendly and 
untiring business-like manner in which the Auditing Board, 
Messrs. T. C. Harris and C. S. Easton, have adjusted and 
settled the accounts of the Institution. Their ripe experi- 
ence has certainly been of great advantage to the Home in 
the settlement of the thousands of accounts coming before 
them during the year. These gentlemen were appointed by 
the Governor to look after the State’s interest in the annual 
appropriation made for the Home. 

The school of the Home was opened at the usual time 
this year in charge of Miss Sallie N. Joyner. The small 
children and large girls attend school during the day sessions 
and the boys at night on acoount of urgent work on the farm 
and at the brickyard. There is great interest manifested in 
the school and we are sure great results will be accomplished 
this year. 

We are glad to state that there has been no epidemic of 
any kind in the Orphanage this year, and we are indeed 
grateful to the Great Giver of our lives and health that none 
of our number has been stricken with any serious malady, 
but that all have been remarkably healthy and strong. 
Great credit and praise is due Dr. G. A. Coggeshall, the 
physician in charge at the Home, for his skillful treatment 
of the children and successful management and promotion 
of the sanitary conditions of the Institution. 

The Institution is blessed with faithful and competent 
matrons and workers; while they are pleasant and indulgent 
in their relation to the children, they are nevertheless posi- 
tive and uncompromising in their discipline and training. 

Our order of religious exercises is as follows :— 

Chapel exercises every morning. 

Sunday School at 11 o’clock every Sunday morning. 

Prayer meeting every Sunday and Wennesday evening. 

A standing invitation is extended to the ministers of the 
different churches to preach to the Home any hour on the 
Sabbath convenient to them. 
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Report of Board of Directors. 


We, the Board of Directors of the Colored Orphan 
Asylum, having heard the Superintendent’s report for the 
past year, are highly pleased with the same. We review 
with delight the work that has been done in all the depart- 
ments during the year. Especially are we pleased wth his 
efforts to erect a new dormitory for the boys. We feel 
keenly the loss by fire of one of the buildings, and appeal to 
the public for aid to replace the same. The Superintendent 
has labored hard to make the brick on the grounds for the 
building. Though he has met some disappointments in his 
efforts, we are glad to note that these difficulties have about 
been overcome and that now he is well on the way to mak- 
ing a very good brick. 

We are delighted, too, with the success of the farm. 
This is a feature of the work that we feel too much stress 
cannot be laid. The Asylum is not only helped financially, 
but the boys are receiving a training that is indispensable 
for their future usefulness. If the farm brought no revenue 
to the Institution, the training the boys are receiving in 
agriculture would fully repay the State for every cent in- 
vested here. 

We find the health of the children good. They all seem 
happy .and contented. The workers are all earnest and 
devoted helpers. 

We recommend the Institution to the generosity of the 
public as in every way worthy of their support, and the 
Superintendent as amply able and qualified to use wisely 
and to account intelligently for every cent that comes to 
the Asylum. We wish to thank the Masonic Order for 
their generous support in the pasty and assure them and all 
others who have contributed, that it will ever be the aim of 
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the Superintendent and the Board of Directors to use and 
account for your contributions ‘that we may reasonabl y ex- 
pect your continued support. 


A. SHeEvarD, D. D., 
ee Chairman, 
I. Aston, 
M. F. TuHornNrTon, 
Ee AonG, 
J. W. Levey, 
A. M. Moors, 
I. C. JEerFrreys, 
P. CHEATHAM, 
age 
. C. Saw, 
On the part of the State: R. W. LassiTEr, 
Locate BUCHANAN, 
M. L. Co.ey, 
Board of Directors. 
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